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Orientation Description 
Orientation at Huntington College is an opportunity for new faculty/staff to get acquainted with each other, to learn about some of the in’s and out’s of working at the college, and to begin the process of exploring the relationship of faith and learning. Orientation is designed to provide new faculty/staff with the following information and experiences: 

  An understanding of the task and mission of Christian higher education 

  An understanding of the particular theological heritage and historical roots of Huntington College 

  An understanding of the idea of integrating faith with learning 

  Some practical information about the educational system at Huntington College 

  Some practical information regarding various services of the college 

  An understanding of the interconnectedness of academics and student development 

  An opportunity to get acquainted with mentors, with each other, and with various faculty/staff members.  

Expectations 
Expectations are that new faculty/staff will attend each orientation session, complete assigned readings and writings, and establish a plan with their assigned mentor for ongoing interaction. New faculty are also expected to attend a conference on faith and learning in the summer following the first or second year of teaching at HC. Preliminary information is listed at the end of this syllabus. Dr. Steury will provide, throughout the year, specific information on these and other opportunities so that faculty can select a suitable choice. Faculty should discuss the options with Dr. Steury and let her know as plans materialize.  
  

Calendar of Sessions  

l.  Morning joint session with all new faculty and staff. First morning on the job 
    Presenters: Dr. Blair Dowden, Mr. Tom Ayers, Mr. Bill Fisher, Dr. Norris Freisen,  
                       Dr. Ron Webb, Dr. Cindy Steury 

2. Afternoon session with new faculty/staff only. 
     Topic: Introduction to Academics at HC 
     Presenters: Webb, McPherren, Harvey, Kaehr, Neuman, Arnold, FCC Chair  

3. Topic: The HC Student and Teaching at HC—Challenges, Expectations 
        Panel Discussion: Lee, Leland, McPherren (l999) 

4. Topic: History of the College—Roots, Heroes, Rituals, Stories, Celebrations  
        Presenters: Jack Barlow, Cal Zurcher 

5. Topic: Christian Heritage of HC/The UB Church 
        Presenter: Dr. Howard Cherry  

Assignment: Read the booklet, Getting Acquainted with the Church of the  
United Brethren in Christ.” Write one paragraph reflecting on something from  
the reading. Be prepared to discuss paragraph during this session.  

6. Topic: The Mission and Task of Christian Higher Education 
         Presenter: Dr. Blair Dowden  

Assignment: Read the article,“The Mission of the Christian College at  
the End of the Twentieth Century,” by Nicholas Wolterstorff. Also read the  
Foreward (by Robert Andringa), the Introduction (“The Future of Christian Higher  
Education,” by David Dockery), and chapter 4 (“Envisioning the Future of the  
Christian University” by Karen Longman) from The Future of Christian Higher  
Education.  

7. Topic: The Christian Worldview 
         Presenter: Dr. Ron Webb 
  
Assignment: Read the following two articles—“Worldviews, Modernity and the Task of Christian College Education” by Brian Walsh and “A View from the Classroom: Reflections on the Power of the Christian Worldview” by David Naugle.    Also read chapter 1 entitled “The Great Commandment As a Paradigm for Christian Higher Education” by David Dockery (from The Future of Christian Higher Education). 

Write a one-two page reflection paper focusing on one or two ideas from any of these readings that were new/interesting to you. For submission.
8. Topic: Governance System, Faculty Evaluation, Promotion and Tenure 
      Presenters: Dr. Bill Bordeaux, Dr. Cindy Steury, Dr. Ron Webb 

       Assignment: Read Bill Hasker’s article, “Faith-Learning Integration: An Overview.”  
       Formulate two questions based on the article for group discussion. Submit at this  
       session for discussion in next session. 

9. Topic: Integration of Faith and Learning 

Discussion Leader: Dr. Bill Hasker will lead a discussion of his article using the questions submitted last week. 
Assignment: Review/reread Dr. Hasker’s article.
10. Topic: Faculty Applications of Faith/Learning Integration 
        Panelists: Dr. Bruce Evans, Dr. Don Rainbow, Dr. Cindy Steury  (l999) 

 Assignment: Write a one-page application of faith/learning to your particular  discipline or role, or even to a particular course you are teaching this semester. For  submission.
11.  Topic: Introduction to Mentors 

12.  Topic: Mentoring/Advising of Students 
       Presenter: Dr. Ronald Webb 

       Assignment: Read chapter 12 (“The Spiritual Life of the Christian Scholar:  
       Practicing the Presence of Christ” by Claude Pressnell, Jr.) and chapter 13 (“Attract  
       Them by Your Way of Life: The Professor’s Task in the Christian University” by  
       David Gushee) from The Future of Christian Higher Education. Also read the  
       article, “Life-Shaping Relationships.” Write a one-page response/reflection to any of  
       these articles. For submission. 

13.  Topic: Investing and Pension Planning  
       Presenter: Jim O’Donnell 

14.  Topic. Student Development at HC: Creating a Culture of Learning 
       Presenter: Norris Friesen  

       Assignment: Read The Idea of a Christian College by Art Holmes. Write a two-three 
       page reflection paper on this book, possibly integrating other ideas from readings and  
       discussion. For submission. 
  

Evening Events 

· Joint faculty and family meeting at Thornhill for ice cream and a tour/introduction to Thornhill programs. Early in semester (September if possible) while it is still warm. 

· All new faculty/staff and spouses are invited to Ron and Joan Webb’s home for dessert and fellowship on Sunday evening, October 22, at 7 pm. Address: 2433 College Ave., Huntington.  

Summer Conference Possibilities 

· CCCU regional conferences?  

·  Houghton’s 6-week session? 

· Calvin College/ 

· Other as approved by Assistant Dean 


Note: Need to find exact name of these institutes/conferences with email addresses, contact person(s), and dates if available. Also any other faith/learning conferences besides these. Wheaton has one every summer, but not sure if it is open to outsiders.  

RESOURCES FOR FURTHER READING 

For most Christian faculty members, immersion in a field of academic study has provided the basics of their discipline. Where faculty tend to be disadvantaged is in thinking Christianly about that field of study. The logic and contents of Christian thinking are not always at the fingertips of Christian teacher-scholars. Unlike the Jesuit scholar, most Christian faculty do not have graduate level training in theology and Christian philosophy. And for those who have come from  theological/biblical training into an academic field, its secularity often seems strange and hostile. In either case, the legitimacy, nature, and logic of Christian scholarship is at stake. The suggestions in this short bibliography are meant to remedy some of these deficiencies and to provide points of orientation. They also represent some of the most outstanding thinkers/writers on the subject. For example, Mark Noll’s The Scandal of the Evangelical Mind is a lament over the weakness of Christian thinking across the academic disciplines with some suggestions for remedies.  
  

Blamires, Harry. The Christian Mind: How Should a Christian Think. Soho Press. 1997. 

Carpenter, J. and K. Shipps. Making Higher Education Christian. Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1987. 

Christian Scholar’s Review, March l992, theme issue on “Christian Higher Education in the l990’s.” 

Faculty Dialogue, Fall 1002, theme issue on “Christian Higher Education.” 

Garber, Steven, The Fabric of Faithfulness. Downers Grove: InterVarsity, l996. 

Gill, David W., The Opening of the Christian Mind. InterVarsity, l989. 

Hatch, Nathan. “Evangelical Colleges and the Challenge of Christian Thinking.” Reformed Journal (Sept. l985) 10-18. 

Heie, H. and D.L. Wolfe. The Reality of Christian Learning. Eerdmans. 

Holmes, Arthur. Shaping Character: Moral Education in the Christian College. Grand Rapids: Eerdmans. 1990. 

Hughes, Richard T. and William B. Adrian, eds. Models for Christian Higher Education: Strategies for Survival and Success in the Twenty-First Century. Grand Rapids: Eerdmans. 1997. 

Marsden, George. The Outrageous Idea of Christian Scholarship. Oxford: Oxford UP, 1997. 

Marsden, George. The Soul of the American University: From Protestant Establishment to Established Unbelief. New York: Oxford University Press. 

Noll, M.A. (1994) The Scandal of the Evangelical Mind. Grand Rapids: Eerdmans.  

Walsh, B. and J.R. Middleton. The Transforming Vision. Madison: InterVarsity Press. 
  

Through the Eyes of Faith Series 

The Council for Christian Colleges & Universities (CCCU) is an international association of Christian colleges and universities which provides services and programs for member institutions. (See attached brochure.) One of their very successful, not-yet-completed projects has been the sponsorship of the “Through the Eyes of Faith Series.” Typically, a task force of recommended academics from each field has gathered to advise the author(s) during the planning stages of the book. The following books have been completed. They represent the thinking of a representative group of academics from each discipline and have been used widely in CCCU schools. 

Best, H.M. (1993) Music Through the Eyes of Faith. San Francisco, HarperSanFrancisco. 

Chewning, R.C. et.al. (l990) Business Through the Eyes of Faith. San Francisco: HarperSanFrancisco. 

Gallagher, S.V. and R. Lundin (1989) Literature Through the Eyes of Faith. San Francisco: Harper & Row. 

Wells, R.A. (1989) History Through the Eyes of Faith. San Francisco: Harper & Row. 

Wright, R. (1989) Biology Through the Eyes of Faith. San Francisco: HarperSan Francisco. 
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