Communitas: A Visiting Scholars Program
Summer 2005

June 27-July 22, 2005
www.calvin.edu/scs 

Funds for Communitas fellowships provided by the
Provost's Office of Calvin College
Communitas is a visiting scholars program that offers the opportunity for Christian scholars (and their families) to spend four weeks at Calvin College as a space for “retreat” to continue work on their research. Participating in the summer community of scholars at Calvin should also function as a catalyst for research and thinking. Scholars will participate in the life of the Seminars program (on-campus lodging, weekday breaks and lunches, SCS picnics and social outings, etc.), will have access to the college's facilities (research library, computer facilities, physical fitness facilities, etc.), and are encouraged to find conversation partners in their fields amongst Calvin’s faculty. Family members are also invited to accompany scholars for life in the on-campus apartments and participate in group social events and children's activities.

Communitas scholars will be asked to give a presentation to the Seminars community based on their research and acknowledge the Communitas program and the Seminars in Christian Scholarship at Calvin College in publications or productions related to their projects.

Up to five Communitas visiting scholars will be selected from the applications. In addition, two Communitas fellowships, will be offered to selected applicants.

Applicant Information

Who May Apply
Scholars with Ph.D.s (or accepted terminal degrees) in their fields who are able to demonstrate a commitment to Christian scholarship and are committed to producing original research in their fields are welcome to apply. Scholars applying for 2005 SCS seminars or workshops are ineligible for the 2005 Communitas program.

How to Apply
Five Communitas visiting scholars and two Communitas fellows may be selected from the applications. To apply, an applicant must submit the following:
1) Submission of the online application form (www.calvin.edu/scs)
2) A curriculum vitae
3) An abstract of your research project, indicating how you would profit from your time at Calvin
4) A brief (500 word) statement of your vocation as a Christian scholar
5) Two letters of reference from scholars in your field

Items 2) through 4) must be sent as separate Word document attachments to seminars@calvin.edu with "Communitas" in the subject line, and the applicant's name in the body of the email. Item 5) may also be sent via email directly from the references, though alternative methods will be accepted.

We will send an email confirmation within 10 days of receiving your complete application. If you do not hear from us, please call us to determine whether your complete application has been received.

Visiting scholars and fellows will be selected based on the quality of the proposed research project, the articulation of how the scholar would benefit from a stay at Calvin, the relevance of the project to Calvin’s resources, and the synergy of the project with the 2005 seminars offered.

Application selections will take place after the application deadline. Incomplete and/or late applications will not be considered.

The deadline for applications is February 4, 2005.
International applicants needing additional time to arrange for visas should adhere to the February 4, 2005 deadline for summer 2006 consideration.

Fees and Facilities
The costs for a month in residence are as follows:

Families (full apartment): $1000
Single scholar (sharing apartment): $600

Communitas scholars are responsible for their own travel expenses and any other expenses.

Lodging is provided for participants in air conditioned two-bedroom apartments with a full kitchen, free in-building laundry facilities, and ethernet hookup capabilities. Weekday morning breaks and lunches are provided for scholars. All college facilities--including the college library (the most extensive research collection in West Michigan), computer labs, and sports facilities--are available for participants. A variety of group activities and excursions are offered, as well as activities for children.

Fellowships
The SCS office is offering two Communitas fellowships to scholars who will be selected on a competitive basis from the applications. The fellowships cover the fees for residence noted above (Communitas fellows are responsible for their own travel expenses and any other costs). Scholars requesting consideration for a fellowship should follow the application procedures and indicate their request on the submitted application form. Scholars who have support from their home institutions, should consider not applying for the fellowships so that they can be used to assist scholars from smaller institutions or developing nations. However, all are invited to apply.

For the most current information on the Communitas program, please visit the Seminars in Christian Scholarship website at www.calvin.edu/scs 
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