Faith Integration: A Matter of Discipleship

Kina Mallard, Center for Faculty Development, Union University 
At Union University, faith integration is considered a natural outworking of discipleship to Jesus Christ.  At the core of discipleship to Jesus Christ is his Lordship over our lives. We are convinced that he is ahead of us in the academy and by following him we can add to our body of knowledge within each discipline. This following requires courage, commitment and a theological framework that can embrace knowledge as good.   

The Center encourages faculty to practice spiritual disciplines, reflect on Biblical doctrine and place themselves at the feet of Christ, the author of all knowing; therefore pursuing God in all areas of professional development.  

Faculty dialogue is encouraged at the conversational level or in structured group settings. The following are examples of the opportunities offered through the Center for Faculty Development: 

A. “In the Academy” Sessions:
   
Each month faculty may attend sessions on teaching, scholarship and spiritual growth topics.   

1. Worldview Exploration: A one-hour session led by Union faculty; focusing on teaching content within the context of a Christian worldview. 

2. Spiritual Disciplines study: A seven week study and practice of Spiritual Disciplines. The format involves a daily reading and practice followed by weekly small group discussions. 

3. Faith Seeking Understanding Sessions:  

a. Through a Teagle Foundation grant award, each semester the Center sponsors 
a  chapel speaker to model faith integration in their academic discipline. 

b. One-hour lunch discussions regarding chapters from: Walsh and Middleton, 
The Transforming Vision; Dallas Willard, The Divine Conspiracy; and C. 
S. Lewis, The Weight of Glory. 

c. Knowing God in graduate school: Faculty share how their faith was challenged 
and developed while in graduate school. 
4. A Call to Prayer: Weekly, twenty minute prayer times consisting of liturgical prayer, silent prayer and intercessory prayer.  Our prayers focus on asking God to enable our academic work to be good, and to lead us in offering Christ-centered education. 
5. The Collegium on Christ, Knowledge and Wisdom: A two days and one overnight opportunity to consider the integration of faith and learning as a natural outworking of discipleship.  See attachment. 

B.  Fresh Start: New Faculty Orientation Program 

New faculty meet for one week in August to focus on:  
· The Big Purpose: Focus on Students 

· The Big Picture: Union Culture 

· The Big Practice: Teaching and Research, including a student panel 

· The Big Profession: Panel of Seasoned Faculty 


Throughout fall semester new faculty attend weekly, one-hour sessions regarding teaching, scholarship and spiritual growth and practice.  Examples include:
· What do my students/chair/dean use to evaluate me? 

· How can I encourage effective communication in the classroom? 

· A discussion of C. S. Lewis’ “Learning in Wartime” essay 

· A discussion of the doctrines of the Christian faith and how they relate to each academic discipline. 

· How do I evaluate my teaching on an ongoing basis? 


C.  Making Connections: 
Encourages participation in CCCU conferences; 
· Hosts of the CCCU Southeast Regional New Faculty Conference (August 2001); 

· Offers a Teagle Grant stipend for discipline specific faith integration conferences; 

· Promotes Christian Scholar Societies participation; 

· Distributes the InterVarsity Christian Fellowship Faculty Newsletter.  The newsletter (published twice yearly) includes book reviews of the latest writings about the university world, conference opportunities, faculty interviews, and models of faculty ministry from around the country. Website: www.ivcf.org/faculty 
The Collegium on Christ, Knowledge & Wisdom 

Center for Faculty Development 
Union University, Jackson, Tennessee 
Description:   

Collegium provides Union University faculty with a concentrated opportunity to consider the integration of faith and learning as a natural outworking of discipleship to Jesus Christ.  Through reading, reflection, dialogue, and prayer, attending faculty grapple with the Biblical doctrines of creation, incarnation and redemption and their implications for Christians called to the academy.   Integration is not just an intellectual issue, it is a discipleship issue.  Thus, Collegium encourages faculty to practice spiritual disciplines, reflect on Biblical doctrine and place themselves at the feet of Christ, the author of all knowing.    
Objectives:
To develop a clearer understanding of:
· the history of higher education in America; 

· the vision of Christian higher education; 

· the Biblical doctrines of the Christian faith: creation, incarnation, redemption and their implications for faculty as they consider their discipline and make contributions; 

· the relationship between the practice of spiritual disciplines and the pursuit of God at the center of all knowing; 

· how faith influences learning. 


Requirements: 
1. Complete all of the required readings and reflect on questions provided before arrival;  

2. Attend Collegium  (two days and an overnight);   

3. Attend “In the Academy” sessions the following semester on creating integrative questions regarding the values, assumptions and philosophy of one’s discipline; 
4. Consider attending the (six week) spiritual discipline study offered on campus and the weekly “Call To Prayer” in the prayer chapel; 

4. Demonstrate a pursuit of loving God with your mind through creative contributions to one’s discipline, course re-development or institutional service. 

  

Collegium Readings 

Summer 2000: 
C. S. Lewis, “Learning in Wartime” and “The Inner Ring” in The Weight of Glory (1949). 
  
Walsh and Middleton, The Transforming Vision (1975). 
  
Dietrich Bonhoeffer, The Cost of Discipleship (1937).  
Costly Grace; The Call to Discipleship; The Beatitudes 

Dallas Willard, The Spirit of the Disciplines (1988).   
  
Harry L. Poe, “When Survival Becomes the Highest Purpose,” The Campus Minister Fall 97. 
  
Nathan O. Hatch, “Evangelical Colleges and the Challenge of Christian Thinking,” The Reformed Journal.  
  

Winter 2001: 

James Sire, Habits of the Mind (2000).  
David S. Dockery, Integrating Faith and Learning:  An Unapologetic Case for Christian Higher Education. 
Dallas Willard, The Spirit of the Disciplines. 
C. S. Lewis, The Weight of Glory and Other Essays. "Learning in Wartime"; "The Weight of Glory." 

