TOP TEN ISSUES
(I am frequently asked what are the biggest challenges facing Christian higher education.  Here is my Top 10 list as of August, 2009.  I welcome comments and suggestions.  – Paul R. Corts)

1. Main Thing – Keeping the “main thing” or die
Multitudinous pressures of contemporary culture and the tendency observed in history coalesce to lure our institutions from their roots; we must be vigilant and stay focused on Christ. 

2. Funding – Financial health and long-term viability

Concern is less with the short-term but more with the long-term.  Escalating costs and flat or decreasing non-institutional aid trend lines portend an increasing challenge to remain fiscally viable based on extrapolated historical data projection; changing state/federal aid policy; changing student loan market; potential taxation and loss of exempt status are all concerns.
3. College Costs – Market Forces
Heightened public outcries over costs; increasing pressure on political leadership; growing role of price as factor in where to apply; costs exacerbated by lending constriction; potential price control legislation; market forces/demand; challenges for productivity/efficiency.
4. Culture Wars, Litigation, and Religious Liberty – Maintain institutional identity/integrity

Assaults on institutional rights to adhere to religious principles (e.g. hiring rights and behavioral standards) are growing at local, state, and federal level in administrative and legislative activity as well as court rulings, and threaten institutional ability to maintain Christian distinctives.
5. Environment and Sustainability – Energy consumption and the green revolution
Colleges and universities are huge energy consumers facing rising costs, regulations, and constituent demands that will require dramatic, quick and costly responses with long-term gains. 

6. Globalization – accompanying challenges of political/legal systems
Increasing influence and economic power of other countries as well as the explosive growth of the church in Southern hemisphere and Pacific Rim lure our institutions to international activity; but most are largely unprepared for huge associated risks from unfriendly or uncertain political and legal systems; need global collaboration among campuses to avoid costly competition.
7. Public Accountability – Citizen outcry intensifies

The public perceives that America’s colleges are rich and resources are not used efficiently; “clubby” insiders may not be serving as guardians of the public interest; growing demands for proof (e.g. graduation rate, mission accomplishment, etc.)
8. Technology and Infrastructure –refresh demands; access costs
Increasing pace of improvements and upgrades may overwhelm institutional ability to sustain technology and infrastructure at a competitive level; P2P and copyright liability issues loom.
9. Irrelevance – Demographic and Societal Changes
Religious, demographic, economic, political, social, and cultural phenomena are putting significant pressure on our institutions to adapt and change very rapidly or be marginalized as irrelevant; such challenges offer enormous opportunities. 

10. Boomers Exiting – Developing new administrators and faculty who “get it” 
The exit of boomer leaders challenges our institutions to find new leaders who embrace historic and holistic Christ-centered higher education – relating scholarship and service to biblical truth; who will hold to core values while adapting to cultural and delivery system changes.
