The following examples of past Initiative Grant awards awarded in various disciplines illustrate the diversity of research topics that fit with the purposes of this program (for abstracts of these research projects, see the complete listing of grant recipients on this web site):

· Art: An exhibition by Christian visual artists that references Christ’s incarnation, passion and resurrection as a critique of human categories of beauty and meaning (Surprising Beauty/2001)

· Biology/Medicine/Psychology: An examination of the relationship of spiritual beliefs in cancer patients to their emotional and psychological well-being (Responding to Whole Persons in the Face of Life-Threatening       Disease/2000)

· Biology/Environmental Science: A quest for a deeper understanding of humanity’s relationship with nature as it is lived out in society and in communities (Living as Part of God’s Green Earth/2002)

· Business: A Development of Christian perspectives on topics in management theory and practice, including managerial/corporate purpose, servant leadership, and the roles of trust and forgiveness (Theology and Management/2004)

· Education: An examination of how service/learning programs can connect faith traditions to student and community outcomes (Christian faith and Service Learning/2005)
· English: An examination of the broader cultural and religious contexts in which individual nineteenth-century women writers worked (Gender, Genre, and Faith/2001)

· History: An historical perspective on Anglo-American Christians’ Engagement with the Bible, Islam, and the Middle East (Good Book and Holy Land/2006)

· Missiology: A study of the process by which Protestant transnational proselytism has ceased to be the near-preserve of Western agencies and has been “browned” by missionaries form Asia, Africa, and Latin America (The History and Sociology of the Protestant Missions Movement from the Global South/2004)

· Nursing: A quest to establish a Christian theoretical framing for the concepts and intersections of religion, spirituality and culture with a healthcare context (A Christian Theoretical Framing for the Concepts of Religion, Spirituality and Culture in Healthcare/2006)

· Political Science: A study of the views of the “neglected” Founding Fathers of America on the relationship between religion and politics (The Forgotten Founders on Church and State/2006)

· Philosophy: A study of human nature from a Christian perspective as a critique of reductionist versions of materialism (Human Nature and Human Freedom/1999)

· Psychology: A Christian contribution to theorizing about the nature of the virtues by studying the similarities and differences between people’s understandings of the virtues in different cultural and religious contexts (Virtue in Culture/2003)

· Religion: A contribution to the discourse among secularists, Christians and Jews over Saint Paul’s ongoing relevance for philosophical, social and political life in the modern world (Saint Paul’s Secular Destinies/2005)
· Sociology/Social Work: A study of the effects on faith-based organizations, and their communities, of the increased collaborative relationships with state and local governments in the delivery of social services (Coming Full Circle:
Devolution of State delivery of Human Services to Faith-Based Human Service  

Organizations/1999)

For each of these projects, and all other projects that have been awarded grants, strong network of Christian scholars did scholarly work that was significantly informed by a Christian perspective on a topic judged to be of keen interest to the larger academy. Any topic is appropriate if there is potential for Christian perspectives on the topic to make an important contribution to conversations beyond the Christian Academy and other Christian audiences. Therefore, proposed projects for which dissemination is targeted primarily to Christian audiences, such as the production of textual materials for CCCU institutions or churches, are not eligible for awards.
