Collaborative Assessment Project
Report on the 1996 CCCU First-Year Entering Students
Important Life Objectives
Bayard Baylis
Associate Dean, Messiah College 
Project Co-Director


- "Essential" Objectives: - Gender Differences - 1994 vs. 1996 - 
- "Likely" Activities: - 1994 vs. 1996 - Gender Differences - 
On a list of 19 life objectives, students were asked to indicate which of the objectives were "essential" or "very important" to them. In general, CCCU students were more altruistic and less materialistic than their counterparts in the Protestant and four-year colleges. There were only six objectives that were listed by more than half of any group. Three of these objectives were selected by more than half of all three groups. These six objectives illustrate the differences among the CCCU, Protestant and four-year colleges students. These data are shown in the following chart:
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There were a number of gender differences in life objectives which were fairly consistent across all three institutional types. Women were more likely to think altruistically, to think of others and to be artistically inclined. Men were more inclined toward financial or leadership objectives and to be more inclined toward academic pursuits. These differences are illustrated in the following charts:
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In general, for almost all objectives, fewer students in 1996 indicated that the objective was "essential" or "very important." For the CCCU students the two exceptions were raising a family and being a community leader. The greatest declines were for the objectives of keeping up to date with politics, being involved in environmental clean-up and becoming an authority in the student’s field. These data are shown in the following chart:
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Given a list of 21 activities, students were asked what was the likelihood that they would engage or be involved with each of the listed activities. More CCCU than Protestant or four-year college students indicated they thought "the chances were very good" that they would have to get a job to pay expenses. This goes along with the greater concern the CCCU students had about finances. The CCCU students thought they would be more satisfied with college. More CCCU students thought they would make at least a "B" average. More CCCU students also thought they would get a bachelor’s degree. These were the only four activities which were selected by at least half of any of the three groups. The only other activity selected by more than 30% of any group was participation in volunteer or community service. Again, more CCCU students thought they would be involved in this activity. These data are shown in the following chart:
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There were minor changes from 1994 to 1996 in the percentages of students who estimated chances were "very good" they would participate or be involved in various activities. The four activities which showed the greatest gains from 1994 to 1996 were getting a degree, making a "B" average, getting a job to pay expenses and being satisfied with college. The four activities which showed the greatest declines from 1994 to 1996 were joining a fraternity or sorority, participating in student protests, transferring to another college and getting married while in college. These data for CCCU students are shown in the following charts:
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There were six items or activities for which there were significant gender differences across all three institutional types. Men said they would be more likely to play varsity athletics. Women said they would be more likely to get a job to pay expenses, join a fraternity, sorority or social club, participate in volunteer or community service, be satisfied with college and earn a degree. These data are shown for the CCCU students in the following chart:
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Go on to next section, Conservative/Liberal Responses to Current Issues.
Go back to main report page for 1996 first-year entering students.
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